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Christmas at the Firehouse
The Fire District 12 

main station at the 
intersection of Hwy. 
36 and Hwy. 21 will 
become the scene for a 
magical family event on 
Saturday, Dec. 10, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

All citizens are 
welcome and invited to 
attend the 13th Annual 
Christmas in the Fire 
House, a celebration of the season and an opportunity 
for residents to meet the firefighters who serve them.  
In addition to food, games and activities for children, 
and fire prevention education, visitors will have a 

special visit from Santa 
Claus.  Citizens will also be 
able to see the newest fire 
apparatus firefighters use 
in their work, and children 
can safely explore fire 
trucks.

“Since the first 
Christmas in the Fire 
House 13 years ago, the 
event has been popular 
with the public,” said Chief 

of Fire Prevention Kristopher Hines.  “It’s always fun 
to help kids explore the fire trucks while teaching 
them easy ways to prevent fires.  We hope to have a 
large crowd again this year.”
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From The

Chief
It’s the season 

for holly and 
jingle bells, but 
far too often the 
sound we hear is 
sirens. Christmas 
trees are an old 
and cherished 
tradition, but 
they can also 
be a magnet for 
danger if not handled properly.

Two years ago, our staff built 
a room with donated materials, 
furnished it like a living room, and 
erected a Christmas tree inside. 
Then we exposed one of the 
branches to a low flame. Within 
seconds, the room filled with 
smoke. Within minutes, the roof 
collapsed and the furniture was 
all but gone. It was a dramatic 
demonstration of what can happen 
when a Christmas tree combines 
with fire and the Yuletide turns 
tragic in an instant.

Keeping your home and family 
safe doesn’t mean having to skip the 
traditional Christmas decoration. 
Simple steps can prevent calamity: 
Don’t erect your Christmas tree 
near a fire place. Keep it watered 
so the needles stay moist and are 
less likely to combust. And always 
unplug the tree’s lights when it’s 
unattended. 

In this edition of our newsletter, 
read about our annual Christmas 
in the Firehouse, to be held this 
year on Dec. 10. It’s a fun event 
for the whole family, so bring your 
children and grandchildren along, 
too. Also in this edition, read about 
our efforts to prevent suicide in 
St. Tammany Parish, and learn 
what you can do to help stop this 
epidemic that impacts our entire 
community. And we have to brag 
just a little bit about the three new 
employees who have achieved 
Gold Tier status in their training. 

Please remember this holiday 
season that nothing is more 
important than your family’s safety. 
And please also always remember 
that we’re here when you need 
us. It’s our duty, it’s our calling, 
and we’re proud to serve. Like our 
motto says, We’re Here for Life.

In the holiday season, some of 
the symbols of our festivities can 
turn deadly.  Last year, firefight-
ers at FD12 constructed a three-
walled room and decorated it 
with a Christmas tree and furni-
ture.  The tree was only 10 days 
old, but when firefighters gave it 
just one small flame it took only 
five minutes for the entire room 
to be consumed.

“That demonstration was a pow-
erful lesson for everyone who 
enjoys a Christmas tree in their 
homes,” said FD12 Chief Darrell 
Guilott.  “A stray spark from a fire-
place, a damaged power cord, or 
even an ashtray can cause deadly 
danger.”

FD12 staff are always ready to 
respond in an emergency, but the 
best way to fight fires is to prevent 
them.  Christmas trees and other decorations – including gar-
land often hung on a mantle – should be kept away from heat 
and power sources.  Inspect lights for breaks in the insulation 
and make sure light bulbs are securely fastened.  Even better, 
keep a small fire extinguisher near your fireplace or Christmas  

 
tree and make sure everyone in the house knows where it is.  
Check smoke detector batteries regularly.  And remember that 
while considerably less so, even artificial trees are combustible.

Above all, don’t hesitate to call 911 if you have even a hint of 
fire danger.

Fire District 12 recently partnered with 
other Northshore agencies to help stem 
the tide of suicides in St. Tammany Par-
ish.  Through the end of October, FD12 
personnel had responded to 65 suicides 
or attempted suicides – the equivalent 
of one such call for each square mile the 
district serves.  In the same time period, 
the Sheriff’s Office has responded to 
nearly 500 attempts or completed sui-
cides.

“St. Tammany has the highest suicide 
rate in Louisiana, and our community has 
been seen a movement in recent years 
to address this epidemic,” said Deputy 
Chief Stephen Krentel.  “By joining the 
St. Tammany Parish Suicide Prevention 
Support Program, we hope to play a part 

in reducing the number of suicides and 
attempts.”

The Suicide Prevention Support Pro-
gram includes the United Way and Vol-
unteers of America, which provide the 
211 hotline.  A free call to 211 connects 
the caller to needed support services, 
including counselors trained in suicide 
prevention and crisis intervention.  Any-
one can call, whether in a crisis him or 
herself or to discuss intervention op-
tions for a friend, neighbor or family 
member who may be experiencing sui-
cidal thoughts or actions.

The 211 service is not a substitute for 
911, however, which citizens should use 
in any emergency situation – including a 
suicide attempt or immediate threat.

“Every suicide or attempt affects 
countless lives,” said FD12 Chief Darrell 
Guilott.  “Families, friends, coworkers 
and even emergency responders bear 
an emotional toll from each lost life.”

Part of the Prevention Program is a 
new website, www.ItsOKToTalkAboutIt.
org, which provides resources, informa-
tion, and messages of hope from well 
known local leaders.

“The more you learn about suicide 
and the early warning signs, the more 
you can help prevent the loss of life to 
this needless tragedy,” Krentel said.  “We 
encourage everyone to visit the website 
and be vigilant.  Suicide is a preventable 
loss that affects our entire community.”
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Follow FD12 on Facebook!

You can also find us online at

Three FD12 personnel recently earned 
Gold Tier certification, and were issued tra-
ditional fire helmets at the October Board of 
Commissioners meeting.

District Chief Kevin Adams, Operator Phil-
lip Gendusa and Operator Joshua Newell 
each received the helmet emblazoned with 
the Gold Tier emblem last month after com-
pleting a rigorous training program.  

To achieve Gold Tier status, FD12 employ-
ees must complete a multitude of studies, 
in addition to having completed 30 or more 
college credit hours to receive a Fire Science 
Certificate or having received a degree in Fire 
Science.  Eighteen of FD12’s staff now have 
Gold Tier status, having completed all of the 
following studies and/or certifications:

Firefighter I; Firefighter II; Hazardous Mate-
rials-Awareness; Hazardous Materials-Opera-
tions; Emergency Medical Technician-Basic; 

Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator-Pumper; Fire 
Apparatus Driver/Operator-Aerial; Introduc-
tion to Incident Command System ICS-100; 
ICS for Single Resources and Initial Action 
Incidents ICS-200; NIMS an Introduction IS-
700; National Response Framework IS-800; 
Fire Officer I; Fire Officer II; Fire Officer III; Fire 
Investigator; Fire Instructor I; Fire Instructor 
II; Fire Inspector I; Fire Inspector II, and Safety 
Officer.

“In addition to the 18 personnel who now 
hold the Gold Tier designation, a dozen more 
are expected to complete the program in 
2012,” said Chief of Training Dominick Bour-
geois.  “Continuing the education of our 
employees, from the time they are recruits 
through the higher ranks, is essential to serv-
ing our community.  We’re very proud to 
have nearly 40 percent of our employees 
carry this status.”
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